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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Status 

1. The application has been examined and claims 1-13 have been restricted, claims 
14-16 are rejected as detailed below and are pending in this office action. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
Group I. Claims 1-13, drawn to material on shop floors in a database 

environment, classified in class 707, subclass 104.1. 

Group II. Claims 14-16, drawn to material on shop floors with graphical 
display, classified in class 715, subclass 736. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
inventions group I and group II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
the are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention group II has 
separate utility such as addressing specifically the graphical display of the material on 
shop floors. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,055 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2166 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Wei Chung on 02/02/2006 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of System and method 
for monitoring material on shop floors, claims 14-16. Affirmation of this election must be 
made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 1-13 are withdrawn from 
further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

_(a). A patent maynot be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosedior^e^riBed'aTset 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pat No: 6,128,617 to David D. Lowry (hereinafter Lowry) in view of Pat No 6,336,063 to 
Robert A. Beatty (hereinafter Beatty). 

Claim 14. 
Lowry discloses: 

(a) selecting a position from a graphic [See Lowry, Col line 55-67, Col 2 line 35- 

40]; 
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(b) refreshing and displaying the graphics according to the selection [See Lowry 
Col 7 line 55-59]; 

(d) integrating and classifying the transmitted data (integrating and listing of 
-related information information) [See Lowry; Col 8 line 33-44, Col 4 line 34-39, Fig 

7A,B]; and 

(e) generating a table specific to the graphic [See Lowry, Col 8 line 41-44]. 
Lowry discloses the elements of claim 14 as disclosed above, but it does not 

explicitly indicate "shop floors" and "transmission" Beatty discloses the claimed "shop 
floors" [see Beatty abstract] and also indicates "data (information) transmission to a 
central (relational) database" [see Beatty Col 29 line 34-36]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined 
the two references because shop floors as disclosed by Beatty would have allowed 
Lowry's teaching to track, control and report information related to the operation of a 
factory. Furthermore it would have enabled Lowry to more efficiently track, inventory, 
production and hours of labor.[See Beatty Col 1 line 15-25] 

Claim 15. 

The combination of Lowry and Beatty discloses the element of claim 14 as 
indicated above and furthermore Beatty discloses wherein the graphic can be a global 
graphic of a company, a graphic of a country, a graphic of a subsidiary company, or a 
graphic of a workshop [Graphics for different locations See Beatty, Col 1 line 45-49, Fig 
6]. 
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Claim 16. 

Lowry discloses: 

selecting a country from a global graphic of the enterprise [See Lowry, Col 2 line 
20-24,35-40, Col 6 line 55-67, Fig 5B]; 

tabling integrated data of the selected country [integrating information, table, See 
Lowry ,Col 2 line 45-50, Fig 13 A,B]; 

selecting one of said subsidiary companies from the graphic of the selected 
country [Col 6 line 55-67]; 

tabling integrated data of the selected one of said subsidiary companies [See 
Lowry, Col 2 line 45-50]; 

selecting one of said workshops form the graphic of the selected one of said 
subsidiary companies; 

tabling integrated data of said selected one of said workshops [See Lowry, Col 2 
line 45-50]; 

selecting a product line from the graphic of the selected one of said workshops 
[See Lowry, Col 6 line 60-67-Col 7 line 1-3]; 

tabling integrated data of the product line [See Lowry, Col 6 line 60-67, Col 2 line 
45-50, Fig 13A]. 

Lowry discloses the elements of claim 16 as disclosed above, but it does not 
explicitly indicate "shop floors" and "magnifying a graphic" Beatty discloses the claimed 
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"shop floors" [see Beatty abstract] and also discloses "magnifying a graphic" (graphical 
representation at different levels of detail) [See Beatty Col 2 lines 1-22]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined 
the two references because shop floors as disclosed by Beatty would have allowed 
Lowry's teaching to track, control and report information related to the operation of a 
factory. Furthermore it would have enabled Lowry to more efficiently track, inventory, 
production and hours of labor. 
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Contact Information 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emeka Ebirim whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3994. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30pm - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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